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Saints:  Procession of the Precious Cross;  The Hol y Seven 
Maccabees, Eleazar the Martyr; Timothy the wonderwo rker, 
Archbishop of Priconissus. 
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HYMNS OF THE DAY 
Resurrectional Apolytikion First Tone 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews and the soldiers were 
guarding Thine immaculate Body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O 
Saviour, granting life unto the world.  Wherefore, the powers of the 
Heavens cried out to Thee, O Lifegiver:  Glory to Thy Resurrection, O 
Christ.  Glory to Thy Kingdom.  Glory to Thy dispensation, O only 
Friend of man.  
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Apolytikion for Procession of the Precious Cross 
Save O Lord, your people, and bless your inheritance. Grant victory to 
the faithful, against the adversaries of the faith. And protect your people, 
by Your Holy Cross.  
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Hymn of the Annunciation 
On this day when our salvation is crowned for eternity and the revelation 
of the mystery of the ages. The Son of God becomes on this day the 
Virgin’s Son with Gabriel proclaiming the tidings of God’s Grace, and 
we also join in the cry unto the Theotokos singing, Hail to You who are 
filled with Grace the Lord is with You.   
 

Kontakion 
The Wisdom of God's own seven pillars are ye all, a seven-branched 
lamp that shineth with the Light Divine, ye Great Martyrs that were 
before the Martyrs, O all-wise Maccabees, with them pray ye the God of 
all that we who now sing your praises may be saved. 
 

Hymn of Thanksgiving 
Let our mouths be filled with Your praise, Lord, that we may sing of 
Your glory.  You have made us worthy to partake of Your Holy 
mysteries.  Keep us in Your holiness, that all the day we may meditate 
upon Your righteousness.  Alleluia. 
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EPISTLE:  
St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 4:9-16  
BRETHREN, God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men 
sentenced to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, 
to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise 
in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but 
we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-
clad and buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working with our own 
hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when 
slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as the 
refuse of the world, the off-scouring of all things. I do not write this to 
make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For 
though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many 
fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I 
urge you, then, be imitators of me. 
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GOSPEL:  
The Reading is from Matthew 17:14-23  
At that time, a man came up to Him and kneeling before Him said, 
"Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers 
terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I 
brought him to Your disciples, and they could not heal him." And 
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Jesus answered, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long am I 
to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to 
me." And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the 
boy was cured instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately 
and said, "Why could we not cast it out?" He said to them, "Because 
of your little faith. For truly I say to you, if you have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move hence to yonder 
place,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you. But 
this kind never comes out except by prayer and fasting." As they were 
gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of man is to be 
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and He will 
be raised on the third day." 
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HOLY COMMUNION NOTICE:  Holy Communion is reserved 
for those who have been Baptized and/or Confirmed in the Eastern 
Orthodox Faith.  The Communion Prayers are our final preparation 
to receive the Sacrament.  We also prepare to receive by fasting 
prior to the Divine Liturgy in the morning.  (We, of course, 
continue to take prescribed medications.)  We also prepare 
ourselves by fasting on Wednesday and Friday each week and 
through regular confession.  An Usher will invite you to join the 
Communion line.  Please follow their directions.   
 

THE ORDER OF COMMUNION IS THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 
(WITH LIT CANDLES) AND THE CONGREGATION, PEW BY 
PEW, BEGINNING FROM THE FRONT OF THE NAVE. 
 

FEASTS AND SAINTS OF THE DAY: 
Procession of the Precious Cross August 1 
Because of the many diseases that occur in the month of August, the 
custom prevailed of old in Constantinople to carry the precious Wood 
of the Cross in procession throughout the city for its sanctification 
and its deliverance from illnesses. It was brought forth from the 
imperial treasury on the last day of July and placed upon the Holy 
Table of the Great Church of the Holy Wisdom; and beginning today, 
until the Dormition of the Theotokos, it was carried in procession 
throughout the city and was set forth for veneration before the people. 
 

The Holy Seven Maccabees, Eleazar the Martyr August 1 
The names of the Holy Maccabees are Abim, Anthony, Guria, 
Eleazar, Eusebona, Achim, and Marcellus. They were Jews by race 
and exact keepers of the Laws of the 
Fathers. They lived during the reign of 
Antiochus, who was surnamed Epiphanes 
("Illustrious"), the King of Syria and an 
implacable enemy of the Jews. Having 
subjugated their whole nation and done 
many evil things to them, not sparing to 
assail the most sacred matters of their 
Faith, he constrained them, among other 
things, to partake of swine's flesh, which 
was forbidden by the Law. Then these 
pious youths, on being apprehended 
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together with their mother and their teacher, were constrained to set at 
nought the Law, and were subjected to unspeakable tortures: 
wrackings, the breaking of their bones, the flaying of their flesh, fire, 
dismemberment, and such things as only a tyrant's mind and a bestial 
soul is able to contrive. But when they had endured all things 
courageously and showed in deed that the mind is sovereign over the 
passions and is able to conquer them if it so desires, they gloriously 
ended their lives in torments, surrendering their life for the sake of the 
observance of the divine Law. The first to die was their teacher 
Eleazar, then all the brethren in the order of their age. As for their 
wondrous mother Solomone, "filled with a courageous spirit, and 
stirring up her womanish thoughts with a manly wrath" (II Macc. 
7:21), she was present at her children's triumph over the tyrant, 
strengthening them in their struggle for the sake of their Faith, and 
enduring stout-heartedly their sufferings for the sake of their hope in 
the Lord. After her last and youngest son had been perfected in 
martyrdom, when she was about to be seized to be put to death, she 
cast herself into the fire that they might not touch her, and was thus 
deemed worthy of a blessed end together with her sons, in the year 
168 before Christ. 
 

Transfiguration of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ August 6 
Our Lord had spoken to His disciples many 
times not only concerning His Passion, 
Cross, and Death, but also concerning the 
coming persecutions and afflictions that they 
themselves would endure. Since all these 
evils were near at hand, but the enjoyment 
of good things which they hoped to receive 
in their stead was yet to come, our Savior 
desired to give them full assurance, 
evidently and openly, concerning that glory 
which is prepared for those who endure to 
the end. Therefore, fulfilling that which He had promised shortly 
before, that "there be some standing here which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the Son of man coming in His Kingdom" (Matt. 
16:28), He took His three foremost disciples and ascended Mount 
Tabor, where He was transfigured before them. His face shone like 
the sun, and His clothes became white as the light. Suddenly, together 
with this dread and marvelous effulgence of light, there appeared 
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those pinnacles of the Prophets, Moses and Elias, who spoke with the 
Lord Jesus concerning His saving Passion which was about to take 
place. Standing before Him as reverent servants, they showed that He 
is the Lord of both the living and the dead, for Moses came forth from 
Hades, having died many centuries before, and Elias, as it were from 
heaven, whither he had been taken up while yet alive. After a little 
while a radiant cloud overshadowed them and out of the cloud they 
heard that same voice which had been heard at the Jordan at the 
Baptism of Christ, testifying to the Divinity of Jesus and saying: 
"This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased; hear ye Him" 
(Matt. 17: 5). 
 

Such are the marvels, truly worthy of God, celebrated in this present 
feast, which is an image and prefiguring of the future state of the 
righteous, whose splendor the Lord spoke of, saying: "Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun" (Matt. 13:43). It is because of this 
that the Kontakion of this Feast is said daily (when there is not a great 
feast) in the Service of the Typica in perpetual commemoration of the 
glory that will be the lot of the Saints. According to tradition, the 
Lord's Transfiguration came to pass forty days before His 
Crucifixion; this is why the Transfiguration is celebrated forty days 
before the Exaltation of the Cross. 
 

��	�����   August 15 
The Dormition of the Theotokos 
( (�����
�  ) is a Great Feast of  
the Orthodox Church which 
commemorates the "falling 
asleep" or death of the Theotokos. 
It is celebrated on August 15 as 
the Feast of the Dormition of the 
Mother of God. 
 

The Fast 
The Feast of the Dormition is 
preceded by a two-week fast, referred to as the Dormition Fast. From 
August 1 to August 14 Orthodox fast from meat and dairy. The 
Dormition Fast is a more strict fast than either the Nativity 
Fast (Advent) or the Apostles' Fast, with only wine and oil (but no 
fish) allowed on weekends. As with the other Fasts of the Church 
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year, there is a Great Feast that falls during the Fast; in this case, 
the Transfiguration (August 6), on which fish, wine and oil are 
allowed. 
 

The Services 
In some places, the services on weekdays during the Fast are similar 
to the services during Great Lent (with some variations). Many 
churches and monasteries in the Russian tradition will perform the 
Lenten services on at least the first day of the Dormition Fast. During 
the Fast, either the Great Paraklesis (Supplicatory Canon) or 
the Small Paraklesis are celebrated every evening except Saturday 
evening and the Eves of the Transfiguration and the Dormition. 
 

The first day of the Dormition Fast is a feast day called the Procession 
of the Cross (August 1), on which day it is customary to have a Cross 
Procession and perform the Lesser Sanctification of Water. 
 

The Falling Asleep 
In the Orthodox Church, as in the language of 
scripture, death is often called a "sleeping" or 
"falling asleep" A prominent example of this is 
the name of this feast; another is the Dormition 
of Anna, Mary's mother. According to Orthodox 
tradition Mary, having spent her life 
after Pentecost supporting and serving the 
growing Church, was living in the house of the 
Apostle John, in Jerusalem, when the Archangel 
Gabriel revealed to her that her repose would 

occur three days later. The apostles, scattered throughout the world, 
are said to have been miraculously transported to be at her side when 
she died. The sole exception was Thomas, who had been delayed. He 
is said to have arrived three days after her death, and asked to see her 
grave so that he could bid her goodbye. Mary had been buried 
in Gethsemane, according to her request. When they arrived at the 
grave, her body was gone, leaving a sweet fragrance. An apparition is 
said to have confirmed that Christ had taken her body to heaven after 
three days to be reunited with her soul. Orthodox theology teaches 
that the Theotokos has already undergone the bodily resurrection 
which all will experience at the Second coming, and stands in heaven 
in that glorified state which the other righteous ones will only enjoy 
after the Last Judgment. 
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The Difference 
The Dormition of the Theotokos is celebrated on August 15 the same 
calendar day as the Roman Catholic Feast of the Assumption of Mary. 
The Dormition and the Assumption are 
different names for the same event, Mary's 
departure from the earth, although the 
beliefs are not entirely the same. 
 

The Orthodox Church teaches that Mary 
died a natural death, like any human being; 
that her soul was received by Christ upon 
death; and that her body was resurrected on 
the third day after her repose, at which time 
she was taken up, bodily only, into heaven. 
Her tomb was found empty on the third day. 
 

Roman Catholic teaching holds that Mary was "assumed" into heaven 
in bodily form. Some Catholics agree with the Orthodox that this 
happened after Mary's death, while some hold that she did not 
experience death. Pope Pius XII, (1950), dogmatically defined the 
Assumption, and appears to have left open the question of whether or 
not Mary actually underwent death in connection with her departure, 
but alludes to the fact of her death at least five times. 
 

Both churches agree that she was taken up into heaven bodily. The 
Orthodox belief regarding Mary's falling asleep are expressed in the 
liturgical texts used of the feast of the Dormition (August 15) which is 
one of the Twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church, and is held 
by all pious Orthodox Christians; however, this belief has never been 
formally defined as dogma by the Orthodox Church nor made a 
precondition of baptism. 
 

Paraklesis is a service of supplication specifically for the living (as 
opposed to a Memorial Service, which is a supplication for the 
departed). This service is most often addressed to the Theotokos, but 
may be used to seek the intercessions of any saint. The distinguishing 
feature of a paraklesis is the inclusion of a supplicatory canon to the 
saint whose intercessions are being sought. It is appropriate to be 
served at any time of need. 
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PARAKLESIS SERVICES 
 

Come join us as we 
offer our prayers for 
intercession to the 
Holy Theotokos as 
we prepare for the 

Feast of the 
Dormition of the 
Mother of God 

 

 

 
Speechless be the lips 
of impious ones, those 
who do not reverence 
your great icon, the 
sacred one, which is 
called Directress, and 
was depicted for us, by 
one of the apostles, Luke the Evangelist. 
 

Check your Sunday Bulletin for the daily schedule o f services 
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Schedule of Sacred Services – AUGUST 2010 
(Revised 07-27-10) 
 
Sunday, August 1   Wednesday, August 11 
Orthros 7:45 am/Liturgy 9 am          Paraclesis 7 pm 
Dormition Fast August 1 – August 14 
     Thursday, August 12 
Monday, August 2   Paraclesis 12 noon 
Paraclesis 7 pm 
     Friday, August 13 
Tuesday, August 3   Paraclesis 7 pm 
Paraclesis 12 noon 
     Saturday, August 14 
Wednesday, August 4   Great Vespers 5 pm 
Paraclesis 7 pm   (Cathedral) 
 
Thursday, August 5   Sunday, August 15 
Great Vespers 7 pm   Dormition of the Theotokos 
(Cathedral)    Orthros 7:45 am/Liturgy 9 am 
 
Friday, August 6   Wednesday, August 18 
Transfiguration of Our Lord  Paraclesis 7 pm 
Orthros 8 am/Liturgy 9 am 
     Sunday, August 22 
Saturday, August 7   Orthros 7:45 am/Liturgy 9 am 
Great Vespers 5 pm 
     Wednesday, August 25 
Sunday, August 8   Paraclesis 7 pm 
Orthros 7:45 am/Liturgy 9 am 
     Sunday, August 29 
Monday, August 9   Beheading of John the Baptist 
Paraclesis 7 pm   Orthros 7:45 am/Liturgy 9 am 
     Strict Fast Day 
Tuesday, August 10 
Paraclesis 12 noon  
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ANNUNCIATION  
GREEK LANGUAGE & CULTURE SCHOOL 

2010-2011 School year  
Teacher Part time Position Openings  
Friday 3:15 - 4:45 pm or 5:00 – 7:30 pm  

 
Job Requirements are: 

·  Proficiency in both written and spoken Greek language 
·  Completion of Greek high school or higher education 
·  Love of working with children and willingness to work in a 

happy and joyful environment. 
 
Please contact Maro Yuanidis at  maroyuanidis@agoc.org.  
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
ATTENTION SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL PARENTS, 
please take a few moments to register your children in Sunday 
Church School online at the AGOC website.  Here’s how to do it:  
Go to www.agoc.org, select Church Ministries (on the left), 
select Sunday Church School, download and complete Sunday 
Church School Registration Form.  Save the form as a 
document.  Please email it to me as an attachment to 
irenecassis@agoc.org.  I would prefer receiving your children’s 
registration forms in this way. As I get older I find that I’m having 
a harder time reading everyone’s handwriting.  Thank you for your 
consideration in getting these registration forms to me as soon as 
possible.      Irene Cassis 
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August 28th, 2010 
Vespers 5:00 pm 
Cocktail Hour 6:00 pm 
Dinner 7:00 pm 
 

Individual Tickets $50 
Table of 10 $650 

 

Guest Speaker 
Daniel Christopulos 
Director of Development  
for the IOCC  

to be held at  
St Basil the Great 

 Greek Orthodox Church 
For  information contact Dimitri or 

Bessie Zgourides @ 281-920-0805 

We are proud to invite you 
to a dinner hosted on 
behalf of International 

Orthodox Christian Charities.  
 Enjoy warm fellowship & a 

great dinner! 

Since 1992, International Orthodox Christian Charit ies has 
brought help and hope to people affected by war, po verty, disease 
and natural disaster throughout the world. With the  support of a 
worldwide network of Orthodox Church leaders, local  partners, 
volunteers and contributors, IOCC works each day to  assist 
vulnerable people, orphans, refugees, the elderly, school children, 
families and people with disabilities, through huma nitarian and 
self-help programs.  

 

For more information or to help visit www.iocc.org 

 

 

 

Ticket price includes an 
evening of Greek 

entertainment by our own 
Dancing Papoutsia, meze 
or “little bites” to start, 
one drink ticket and a 

delicious Greek dinner.  
OPA! 
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
 
TRINITY FOSTER CARE BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
We are once again extending the opportunity to our parishioners to 
participate in purchasing school supplies for children at Trinity Foster 
Care.  Please come by our table during the Fellowship Coffee to meet the 
Trinity staff who will assist you.  To date, there are 85 children in their 
care; so we invite everyone to reach out to these children, whose ages 
range from infants through high school.  Cash donations are also 
welcome.  For further information, please contact Presvytera Joana at 
713-398-0848 or Sophie Stenis at 713-686-2084.  Deadline for delivering 
supplies: August 15th.  God bless you all! 
 
2010 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE: As of July 26, 2010 we have 726 
families that have made stewardship commitments to the Cathedral for 
2010 for a total of $804,363. Please join us in sending in your 2010 
commitment as soon as possible! Payment options are available 
including periodic direct debits or credit card payments, as well as 
weekly offering envelopes. A list of pledged stewards is posted near the 
Cathedral Office.  If you need a Stewardship commitment card, please 
see us or any Parish Council member or call Julie Pierce at 
832.242.9256.  NEW: You may also go online to www.agoc.org, click on 
the DONATE button, and follow the instructions to donate or set up 
recurring donations online.  On behalf of our Annunciation 
Cathedral, we would like to sincerely thank those stewards that have 
generously contributed to our 2010 Christian Stewardship Ministry. 
Spyros and Marian Catechis, Stewardship Chairs;  
Pakis & Maria Kantalis, Co-Chairs 
 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) 
Our sister parish, St. Basil the Great Greek Orthodox Church, invites you 
to a dinner hosted on behalf of IOCC on Saturday, August 28, 2010.  
Vespers 5:00 pm; Cocktail Hour 6:00 pm; Dinner 7:00 pm. Guest 
Speaker:  Daniel Christopulos, Director of Development for the IOCC.  
For tickets and information contact Dimitri or Bessie Zgourides at 
281.920.0805.  (see flyer) 
 

�
�
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THIS WEEK AT THE CATHEDRAL 
 
 

Monday 2nd 7:00 pm – Paraclesis – St. George Chapel 
 

Tuesday 3rd 12:00 noon – Paraclesis – St. George Chapel 
 

Wednesday 4th   7:00 pm – Paraclesis – St. George Chapel 
 

Thursday 5th  7:00 pm – Great Vespers – Cathedral 
7:15 pm – OCF at St. George Orthodox Church 
                5311 Mercer (77005) 
 

Friday 6th Transfiguration of Our Lord - Cathedral 
8:00 am Orthros / 9:00 am Liturgy 
 

Saturday 7th      5:00 pm – Great Vespers – St. George Chapel 
 

�
�
�
�

ATTENTION VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS 
Are you a visitor or newcomer to our Parish?  Please come to our 
Fellowship Coffee immediately following the Divine Liturgy.  Visit the 
Welcoming Committee table to meet fellow parishioners and fine out 
more about our community 

�


